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1. Introduction

1.1 Purpose and structure of this report

1.1.1 This report is the Sustainability Appraisal (SA) Report of the Chippenham Site Allocations Plan.
The report has been produced by Atkins for Wiltshire County Council.

1.1.2 Wiltshire Council is preparing the Chippenham Site Allocations Plan (CSA Plan), which will set
the long term pattern and direction of growth for the town’s expansion. The purpose of this plan
is to identify large mixed use sites for businesses, new homes and the infrastructure necessary to
support them (‘strategic sites’).

1.1.3 This report updates and supplements the 2015 submitted draft SA Report with further work to
assess:

e alarger set of strategic site options;
e alternative and preferred development strategies
1.1.4 This chapter sets out:

e The context to the CSA Plan

e An introduction to Sustainability Appraisal / Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA)
requirements

¢ Habitat Regulations Assessment (HRA)

1.1.5 Following this introduction chapter, the report provides an update of the following chapters 2-6;

Methodology (Chapter 2)

Identifying other relevant plans, programmes and sustainability objectives (Chapter 3)
Baseline characteristics (Chapter 4)

Identifying key sustainability issues (Chapter 5)

Developing the sustainability appraisal framework (Chapter 6)

1.1.6 Further reporting and updating is contained in the following separate documents:

e Strategic Area assessment (separate document: Part One B — A Review of the Sustainability
Appraisal of Strategic Areas)

e Strategic Site Options assessment (separate document: Addendum 1: SA of Strategic Site
Options)

e Alternative Development Strategies assessment (separate document: Addendum 2: SA of

Alternative Development Strategies)

Preferred Development Strategy assessment (separate document: Revised SA Note)

Assessment of settlement boundaries (refer to 2015 SA Report)

Mitigation (Chapter refer to 2015 SA Report)

Proposed Monitoring Programme (refer to 2015 SA Report)

Conclusions (refer to revised SA Note)

Non Technical Summary (separate document: Revised Non Technical Summary)

1.2 Chippenham Site Allocations Plan

Plan Vision and Objectives

121 The CSA Plan sets out the long term pattern and direction of growth for the town’s expansion.

1.2.2 The Wiltshire Core Strategy was adopted by Wiltshire Council on 20 January 2015. The Core
Strategy covers the whole of Wiltshire (excluding Swindon) and sets out the council's spatial
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vision, key objectives and overall principles for development in the county to the year 2026. The
Core Strategy identifies six key challenges for Wiltshire (which are also faced by Chippenham):

e Economic growth to reduce levels of out commuting from many of Wiltshire's settlements

e Climate change opportunities to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and mitigate the
consequences of a changing climate

e Providing new homes to complement economic growth and a growing population
e Planning for a more resilient community
e Safeguarding the environmental quality of the County whilst accommodating new growth

e Infrastructure investment to meet the needs of the growing population and economy.

Vision
1.2.3 The CSA Plan sets out a vision and specific objectives for the development proposals:

e Chippenham will strive to be as attractive as possible in terms of shopping and leisure
provision and will emphasise its role as a Riverside Market town surrounded by beautiful
countryside and attractive villages.

e Chippenham will recognise and build on its natural assets and its important heritage will be
cherished. Its setting on the River Avon will be its defining and connecting feature combined
with the historic centre, the market, pleasant parks and open spaces; creating a thriving
artery and distinctive identity for the town.

e Chippenham will be a place where young people choose to stay to live and work, because of
the excellent education facilities, the choice and quality of work, which are complimented by
its programme of events, festivals and activities.

e Chippenham will be a retail destination of choice for the surrounding area due to its range of
shops, excellent market, lively cafés and restaurants and leisure facilities which are
complimented by its programme of events, festivals and activities.

e Chippenham will take advantage of its excellent rail and road links and its position on the
high tech corridor between London, Bristol and beyond. It will strengthen its offer and role as
a business location ensuring people can live and work locally.

e Chippenham will have an integrated approach to transport so that traffic flow will be more
efficient, the town centre will be less congested and there will be improved access for
sustainable modes of transport.

Objectives

1.2.4 The Vision for Chippenham (above) can only partly be delivered through the land use allocations
which are the concern of the CSA Plan. For the land use allocations in the CSA Plan six
objectives have been set:

e Objective 1: delivering economic growth

e Objective 2: providing housing supported by appropriate infrastructure

e Objective 3: improving connectivity and reducing traffic impacts

e Objective 4: improving access to sustainable transport

e Objective 5: minimising landscape impact and protecting the natural, historic and built
environment

e Objective 6: managing flood risk

Atkins
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Selection of development sites

125

1.2.6

1.2.7

1.2.8

129

1.2.10
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A scale of housing and employment needs is set out in the Wiltshire Core Strategy®. The
approach taken by the Wiltshire Core Strategy is to identify ‘strategic sites’ proposals on
allocated large sites that deliver a mix of uses, critically local employment as well as homes, but
also all the infrastructure necessary to support the development of the site and wider impacts of
significant growth.

The Wiltshire Core Strategy sets out proposals for Chippenham in Core Policy 9 and Core Policy
10. The Core Strategy contains no proposals for strategic sites at Chippenham. Instead Core
Policy 10 determines that allocations at Chippenham will accommodate approximately 26.5 ha of
land for employment and at least 2,625 new homes. It also establishes a set of six criteria to
guide Chippenham’s expansion (the Core Policy 10 criteria) as set out below:

1. The scope for the area to ensure the delivery of premises and/or land for employment
development reflecting the priority to support local economic growth and settlement
resilience

2. The capacity to provide a mix of house types, for both market and affordable housing
alongside the timely delivery of the facilities and infrastructure necessary to serve them

3. Offers wider transport benefits for the existing community, has safe and convenient access
to the local and primary road network and is capable of redressing transport impacts,
including impacts affecting the attractiveness of the town centre

4. Improves accessibility by alternatives to the private car to the town centre, railway station,
schools and colleges and employment

5. Has an acceptable landscape impact upon the countryside and the settings to Chippenham
and surrounding settlements, improves biodiversity and access and enjoyment to the
countryside

6. Avoids all areas of flood risk (therefore within zone 1) and surface water management
reduces the risk of flooding elsewhere

These form the central basis for selecting ‘strategic sites’ to expand the town. The Core Strategy
identifies, diagrammatically, an indicative set of strategic areas located east of the A350 as
potential areas of future expansion for large mixed use sites (strategic areas A — E). This is
shown later in this report in Figure 7.1. The ‘strategic areas’ are defined by barriers such as main
roads, rivers and the main railway line.

The strategic site assessment framework® developed by Wiltshire Council defines how the Core
Policy 10 criteria will be interpreted in order to find the most appropriate locations for
development.

The Council has enhanced its overall methodology for the assessment of reasonable alternatives
and strengthened the interlinkages with the SA process, adding to the Site Selection Process.

It is worth noting that in parallel to Chippenham SA process, an SA for the Wiltshire Housing Site
Allocations Plan is also being carried out. The purpose of the Wiltshire Housing Site Allocations

! EXAM/101 Schedule of Proposed Modifications incorporating EXAM/73 and EXAM/74 (April 2014)
2 http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/document-8-strategic-site-assessment-framework.pdf
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Plan is primarily to support the delivery of housing growth set out within the adopted Wiltshire
Core Strategy The document will identify sufficient land (in the form of sites) across Wiltshire (but
excludes Chippenham town), to provide surety of housing delivery over the plan period to 2026.
This will include the assessment and review of settlement boundaries in 88 communities across
the county.

Settlement boundaries

1.211

1.2.12

1.3
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13.2
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134

135

1.3.6

1.3.7
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The Chippenham settlement boundary, referred to as Limits of Development in Core Policy 2 of
the Wiltshire Core Strategy, essentially relates to the built up area of the town and provides a
planning policy boundary to define the edge of the countryside and the extent of the built up area.

Development since the settlement boundaries were originally drawn means that in some
locations the boundary as currently drawn no longer accurately relates to the built up area of the
town. As part of the preparation of the CSA Plan the settlement boundary for the town has been
reviewed and this SA Report considers the effects of this review (see Chapter 7).

Introduction to Sustainability Appraisal and Strategic
Environmental Assessment requirements

Sustainability appraisal is required during the preparation of a Local Plan, under the regulations
implementing the provisions of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. Sustainability
Appraisal promotes sustainable development by assessing the extent to which the emerging
plan, when judged against reasonable alternatives, will help to achieve relevant environmental,
economic and social objectives.

It applies to any of the documents that can form part of a Local Plan, including core strategies,
site allocation documents and area action plans.

SA should also incorporate Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) in line with the EU
Directive 2001/42/EC on the assessment of effects of certain plans and programmes on the
environment (the ‘SEA Directive’). The Directive came into force in the UK in 2004 through the
Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 (the ‘SEA Regulations’).

The overarching objective of the SEA Directive is:

“To provide for a high level of protection of the environment and to contribute to the integration of
environmental considerations into the preparation and adoption of plans... with a view to
promoting sustainable development, by ensuring that, in accordance with this Directive, an
environmental assessment is carried out of certain plans... which are likely to have significant
effects on the environment.” (Article 1)

The Directive applies to a variety of plans and programmes including those for town and country
planning and land use. It applies in this case to the Chippenham Site Allocations Plan.

SA incorporating SEA is an iterative assessment process which plans and programmes are
required to undergo as they are being developed, to ensure that potential significant effects
arising from the plan/programme are identified, assessed, mitigated and communicated to plan-
makers. It also requires the monitoring of significant effects once the plan/programme is
implemented.

The main stages in the SA process are shown in Figure 1.1 as follows and involve:

e Stage A — Setting the context and objectives, establishing the baseline and deciding on
scope;

e Stage B — Developing and refining options and assessing effects;

e Stage C — Preparing the Sustainability Appraisal Report;

e Stage D — Consultation on the plan and the Sustainability Appraisal Report; and

e Stage E — Monitoring the significant effects of implementing the plan.
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Figure 1.1: SA Process in Relation to Plan-Making®

Sustainability appraisal process Local Plan preparation

Stage A: Setting the context and objectives,
establishing the baseline and deciding on the scope
1. Identify other relevant policies, plans and
programmes, and sustainability objectives
2. Collect baseline information L a—
3. Identify sustainability issues and problems
4. Develop the sustainability appraisal framework
5. Consult the consultation bodies on the scope of the
sustainability appraisal report

Evidence gathering and
engagement

3

Stage B: Developing and refining alternatives and
assessing effects
1. Test the Local Plan objectives against the
sustainability appraisal framewaork
2. Develop the Local Plan options including reasonable
alternatives
3. Evaluate the likely effects of the Local Plan and
alternatives
4. Consider ways of mitigating adverse effects and
maximising beneficial effects
5. Propose measures to monitor the significant effects
of implementing the Local Plan

Consult on Local Plan in preparation
(regulation 18 of the Town and
Country Planning (Local Planning)
(England) Regulations 2012).
Consultation may be undertaken more
than once if the Local Planning Authority
considers necessary,

3

Stage C: Prepare the publication
version of the Local Plan

l

Seek representations on the
publication Local Plan (regulation
19) from consultation bodies and

the public

l

Submit draft Local Plan and
supporting documents for
independent examination

l

Outcome of examination
Consider implications for SA/SEA
compliance

Local Plan Adopted

Stage C: Prepare the sustainability appraisal report

3
Stage D: Seek representations on the

sustainability appraisal report from consultation
bodies and the public

Y
Stage E: Post adoption reporting and monitoring l’
1. Prepare and publish post-adoption statement Monitoring
2. Monitor significant effects of implementing the Local Monitor and report on the
Plan implementation of the Local Plan
3. Respond to adverse effects

1.3.8 The guidance emphasises that SA is an iterative process that identifies and reports on the likely
significant effects of the plan and the extent to which its implementation will achieve the social,
environmental and economic objectives by which sustainable development can be defined. The

Atkins

% Taken from NPPG: http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/strategic-environmental-assessment-
and-sustainability-appraisal/sustainability-appraisal-requirements-for-local-plans/
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1.3.9

1.3.10

1311

1.3.12

1.3.13
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guidance also emphasises that the SA process should be started early in plan-making. This has
been adhered to in this Chippenham Site Allocations process

The first output of the SA process (SA Scoping Report at the end of Stage A) was produced and
consulted upon in 2014, setting out the scope and level of detail of the information to be included
in the SA Report. It should be noted that this Scoping Report was produced to cover both the
CSA Plan and Wiltshire Housing Site Allocations Plan.

The SA Report forms part of SA Stage C and is the key output of the SA process. It reports on
the appraisal process, presenting information on the environmental, social and economic effects
of the proposals in the CSA Plan. The contents of the SA Scoping Report 2014 has informed the
preparation of the SA Report.

The SA Report was initially published in February 2015 for pre-submission consultation at the
same time as the draft version of the Chippenham Site Allocations Plan.

The original SA Report has been enhanced, and republished as part of the iterative process of
assessment to reflect the progress of the CSAP through examination and resultant consequential
changes.

The Sustainability Appraisal Report complies with the requirements of the SEA Regulations.
These are set out in the table below.

Table 1.1: SEA requirements

Requirements of the Directive Where Covered in Report

Preparation of an environmental report in which the likely significant effects on the environment
of implementing the plan or programme, and reasonable alternatives taking into account the
objectives and geographical scope of the plan or programme, are identified, described and
evaluated. The information to be given is:

a) An outline of the contents, main objectives of the plan or
programme and relationship with other relevant plans and
programmes

Chapters 1;2; 3

SA Scoping Report 2014
Appendix A and B

b) The relevant aspects of the current state of the
environment and the likely evolution without implementation
of the plan or programme

Chapters 4; 5; Appendix E

SA Scoping Report 2014
Appendix A and B

¢) The environmental characteristics of areas likely to be
significantly affected

Chapters 4; 5

SA Scoping Report 2014
Appendix B

d) Any existing environmental problems which are relevant
to the plan or programme including, in particular, those
relating to any areas of a particular environmental
importance, such as areas designated pursuant to Directive
79/409/EEC and 92/43/EEC

Chapters 5; 6; Appendix E

SA Scoping Report 2014
Appendix B

e) The environmental protection objectives established at
international, community or national level which are relevant
to the programme and the way those objectives and any
environmental considerations have been taken into account
during its preparation

Chapters 3; 6

f) The likely significant effects on the environment, including:

short, medium and long term; permanent and temporary;
positive and negative; secondary, cumulative and
synergistic effects on issues such as:

o biodiversity,
e population,

Revised SA Note

The following SEA topics match

the following SA objectives:
Biodiversity (SA Objective 1)

Population (SA Objective 4, 8, 9,

11 and 12)

10
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1.4

141

1.4.2

143
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Requirements of the Directive

Where Covered in Report

¢ human health,

o fauna,
o flora,
e saoll,

e water,
e air,

o climatic factors,
e material assets,

e cultural heritage including architectural and
archaeological heritage,

¢ landscape and
e the interrelationship between the above factors.

Human Health (SA Objective 4,
9)

Fauna (SA Objective 1)

Flora (SA Objective 1)

Soil (SA Objective 2)

Water (SA Objective 3)

Air (SA Objective 4)

Climatic Factors (SA Objective 5)
Material Assets (SA Objective 8)

Cultural Heritage including
architectural and archaeological
heritage (SA Objective 6)

Landscape (SA Objective 7)

Interrelationships — captured
through interactive effects section
9.3

g) The measures envisaged to prevent, reduce and, as fully
as possible, offset any significant adverse effects on the
environment of implementing the plan or programme.

Chapter 8 of 2015 SA Report

h) An outline of the reasons for selecting the alternatives
dealt with and a description of how the assessment was
undertaken including any difficulties (such as technical
deficiencies or lack of know-how) encountered in compiling
the required information

Part One B — A Review of the
Sustainability Appraisal of
Strategic Areas

Addendum 1: SA of Strategic Site
Options

Addendum 2: SA of Alternative
Development Strategies

i) A description of measures envisaged concerning
monitoring (in accordance with Regulation 17)

Chapter 9 of 2015 SA Report

j) A non-technical summary of the information provided
under the above headings

Non Technical Summary
(separate document)

Habitats Regulations Assessment

Alongside the SA process it is also necessary to assess whether the sites contained in the CSA
Plan are likely to have a significant effect upon Natura 2000 sites. These comprise designated
and candidate Special Areas of Conservation (SACs), Special Protection Areas (SPAs) and
Ramsar sites, which are designated as European sites for their ecological value.

A Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) is required by the Conservation of Habitats and
Species 2010 (the Habitats Regulations), for all plans and projects which may have a likely
significant effect on a European site (Natura 2000 sites). HRA is also required, as a matter of UK
Government policy for potential SPAs (pSPA), candidate SACs (cSAC) and listed Wetlands of
International Importance (Ramsar sites) for the purposes of considering plans and projects, which

may affect them.

The international sites that are considered in the HRA in Wiltshire include:

e Salisbury Plain SPA / SAC
e Porton Down SPA

11
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1.4.4

1.45
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Bath & Bradford on Avon Bats SAC
Chilmark Quarries SAC

Great Yews SAC

Kennet & Lambourn Floodplain SAC
New Forest SPA/ SAC

North Meadow and Clattinger Farm SAC
Pewsey Downs

Prescombe Down SAC

River Avon SAC

The screening exercise for the HRA of the CSA Plan was undertaken during the development of
the plan options, which ran parallel to Stage B of the SA process.

The HRA screening document has now been completed and concluded that no further
assessment under Habitats Regulations is required as the CSA Plan is unlikely to have a
significant effect on the integrity of European sites within 15km.

12
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2. Methodology

Introduction

This section sets out the methodology adopted for the SA which is considered in line with
guidance, including the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), National Planning Policy
Guidance (NPPG), SEA Regulations and The Practical Guide to the Strategic Environmental
Assessment Directive, by the ODPM (now DCLG).

Stage A- Scoping

Figure 1.1 in Chapter 1 shows the SA process in relation to plan-making and identifies a number
of stages.

Stage A and the first output of the SA process was the SA Scoping Report, which was produced
earlier in 2014, setting out the scope and level of detail of the information to be included in the SA
Report. It should be noted that this Scoping Report was produced to cover both the CSA Plan
and Wiltshire Housing Site Allocations Plan and it was itself based upon the sustainability
appraisal (SA) of the Wiltshire Core Strategy DPD, Wiltshire & Swindon Minerals & Waste
Development Framework.

The SA Scoping Report reported on a number of tasks including the following:

e Identifying other relevant plans, policies or programmes and sustainability objectives
(Chapter 3)

e Collecting baseline information (Chapter 4)

e Identifying sustainability issues and problems (Chapter 5)

e Developing the sustainability appraisal framework (Chapter 6)

The content of the SA Scoping Report is reproduced in large part in this SA Report in order to
meet the SEA requirements, as shown in Table 1.1. Therefore the numbers in brackets above
correspond to chapters in this SA Report where this information can be found. Further detail on
the methodology for each of these tasks can be found in each of these chapters identified above.

The Scoping Report was subject to consultation between 12 May and 16 June 2014. Comments
were received from Natural England and the Environment Agency. English Heritage did not
reply. Consultation comments from Natural England focused on the SA framework by which the
assessment should be undertaken, with recommendations for improvement to ensure that
landscape and biodiversity effects are considered. Natural England also commented on the
monitoring indicators so that they allow for the monitoring of the effects of the plan on the
objective concerned, and not the objective more generally. The Environment Agency noted that
it was satisfied with the plans and programmes, sustainability objectives and baseline data. The
Environment Agency wishes to continue to be involved in the SA process and with the
development of the DPDs.

The consultation responses have been compiled and are set out in Appendix A, with suggested
actions which were then agreed by the Council.

Stage B- Developing and refining alternatives and assessing

effects
Essentially this stage involved using information obtained from the scoping stage, and further
detailed evidence collated as the plan development evolved, alongside development plan

proposals to predict and evaluate the nature and significance of effects and identify potential
improvements and mitigation solutions.

13
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2.3.2 The term mitigation encompasses any approach that is aimed at preventing, reducing or
offsetting significant adverse environmental effects that have been identified. In practice, a range
of measures applying one or more of these approaches is likely to be considered in mitigating
any significant adverse effects predicted as a result of the SA In addition, it is also important to
consider measures aimed at enhancing positive effects. All such measures are generally referred
to as mitigation measures.

2.3.3 However, the emphasis should be in the first instance on proactive avoidance of adverse effects.
Only once alternative options or approaches to avoiding an effect have been examined should
mitigation then examine ways of reducing the scale/importance of the effect.

234 The criteria of assessing the significance of a specific effect used in the assessments, as outlined
in Annex Il of the SEA Directive, is based on the following parameters to determine the
significance:

e Nature and magnitude of effect — i.e. positive or negative
e Scale —i.e. local, regional, national;

e Permanence — i.e. permanent or temporary;

e Certainty

Duration — i.e. short, medium and long term
Sensitivity of receptor;
e Secondary, cumulative and synergistic effects.

2.3.5 For the Chippenham Site Allocations Plan, this assessment stage has been broken down into
four sequential sub-stages as shown in Figure 2.1:

1- Assessment of strategic areas
2- Assessment of strategic site options
3- Assessment of alternative development strategies

4- Assessment of preferred development strategy

Atkins 14
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Figure 2.1: Sequential sub-stages of assessment

2.3.6

2.3.7

Atkins

Plan Alternatives Sustainability Appraisal
Generation

Core Strategy Strategic
Areas Assessment

SA of Core Strategy Strategic
Areas

\

A

Identify Strategic Site Options

SA of Strategic Site Options
Strategic Site Options
Assessment

\4

Identify Alternative
Development Strategies

\ 4

SA of Alternative
Development Strategies

A 4

A 4

Selection of Preferred

Development Strategy SA of Preferred

Development Strategy

A

Amended Plan Proposals

Assessment of strategic areas

A Sustainability Threshold Assessment (STA) methodology has been developed and utilised
which allows for the evaluation of effects for five strategic areas based on identified constraints to
development in each strategic area.

For each of the 12 SA Objectives (see Table 2.1), a colour coded grade scheme has been
developed which indicates the relative acceptability of an effect against each SA objective.

15
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Table 2.1: Sustainability Objectives and Thresholds for Assessment

Sustainability Objectives & Thresholds for Assessment STA Key

Biodiversity

1. Protect and enhance all biodiversity and geological features and avoid irreversible losses

Significant adverse effect on internationally or nationally designated site Absolute sustainability constraints; exclude this option.

Significant adverse effects on RIGS or on BAP habitats or loss or significant damage to wildlife
corridors and protected species

Sustainability issues; mitigation considered problematic.

Limited adverse effect on RIGS or on BAP habitats or loss or significant damage to wildlife
corridors and protected species

Sustainability issues; mitigation considered achievable.

No adverse effects No sustainability constraints.

Opportunities to enhance local biodiversity or geological features Development will support sustainability objective.

H ]

Land, soil and resources

2. Ensure efficient and effective use of land and the use of suitably located previously developed land and buildings

Contaminated land present with no potential for mitigation Absolute sustainability constraints; exclude this option.

Significant adverse effect on Grades 1, 2 and 3 agricultural land and/or minerals safeguarding
area and/or contaminated land present

Sustainability issues; mitigation considered problematic.

Limited adverse effects on Grades 1, 2 and 3 agricultural land and/or minerals safeguarding area Sustainability issues; mitigation considered achievable.

No adverse effects No sustainability constraints.

Opportunities to enhance land resources Development will support sustainability objective.

Water resources

3. Use and manage water resources in a sustainable manner

Risk of flooding significantly increased with no potential for mitigation, or development is fully in
Flood Zone 2-3/ Significant adverse effect on water quality and quantity with no potential for

Absolute sustainability constraints; exclude this option.

H H |

mitigation
Risk of flooding significantly increased/ Significant adverse impact on water quality and quantity Sustainability issues; mitigation considered problematic.
Limited increase of the risk of flooding/ Limited adverse impact on water quality and quantity Sustainability issues; mitigation considered achievable.
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No increase in the risk of flooding/ no increase in flood storage capacity/no water quality or
guantity effects

No sustainability constraints.

Risk of flooding decreased and/or increased flood storage capacity/ Opportunities to improve
water quality and/or remediate existing quantity constraints

Development will support sustainability objective.

Air quality & environmental pollution

4. Improve air quality throughout Wiltshire and minimise all sources of environmental pollution

Significant adverse effect on air quality and/or noise and light pollution levels with no potential for
mitigation

Absolute sustainability constraints; exclude this option.

Significant adverse effect on air quality and/or noise and light pollution levels Sustainability issues; mitigation considered problematic.

Limited adverse effect on local air quality and/or noise and light pollution levels Sustainability issues; mitigation considered achievable.

No adverse effects No sustainability constraints.

Opportunities to improve existing air quality in the area and/or noise and light pollution levels Development will support sustainability objective.

Climatic factors

5. Minimise our impacts on climate change and reduce our vulnerability to future climate change effects

Development would significantly contribute to a rise in CO, emissions, and/or significantly increase
vulnerability to climate change with no possible mitigation

Absolute sustainability constraints; exclude this option.

Development would contribute to a rise in CO, emissions and/or increase vulnerability to future
climate change effects

Sustainability issues; mitigation considered problematic.

Development would contribute to a limited rise in CO2 emissions and/or increase vulnerability to
future climate change effects

Sustainability issues; mitigation considered achievable.

No adverse effects No sustainability constraints.

Opportunities to reduce CO2 emissions and/or decrease vulnerability to future climate change
effects

Development will support sustainability objective.

Historic environment

6. Protect, maintain and enhance the historic environment

Significant adverse effect on areas or structures of international or national historic and cultural
heritage importance and their settings

Absolute sustainability constraints; exclude this option.

Significant adverse effect on areas or structures of local historic and cultural heritage importance Sustainability issues; mitigation considered problematic.

A0 B

Atkins 17




WiltshireepeMAr ennspeAMn281Re Allocations Plan: Sustainability Appraisal Report

and/or their settings. Limited adverse effect on areas or structures of international or national
historic and cultural heritage importance and/or their settings

Limited adverse effect on areas or structures of local historic and cultural heritage importance Sustainability issues; mitigation considered achievable.
and/or their settings

No adverse effects No sustainability constraints.

Opportunities to enhance areas or structures of historic and cultural heritage importance and/or
their settings

Development will support sustainability objective.

Landscapes

7. Conserve and enhance the character and quality of Wiltshire’s rural and urban landscapes, maintaining and strengthening local distinctiveness and
sense of place

Significant adverse effect on an AONB/ Significant adverse visual effect. Development cannot be
integrated into existing landform and landscape features.

Absolute sustainability constraints; exclude this option.

Significant adverse effect on the character and local distinctiveness of the landscape and
townscape setting. Limited adverse effect on the AONB/ Significant adverse visual effect. Limited
integration into existing landform and landscape features

Sustainability issues; mitigation considered problematic.

Limited adverse effect on the character and local distinctiveness of the landscape and townscape
setting/ Limited adverse visual effect. Integration into existing landform and landscape features
possible.

Sustainability issues; mitigation considered achievable.

No adverse effects No sustainability constraints.

Integration into the existing landform and landscape features is achieved along with opportunities
to enhance landscape character.

Development will support sustainability objective.

Population and housing

8. Provide everyone with the opportunity to live in good quality, affordable housing, and ensure an appropriate mix of dwelling sizes, types and tenures

No possibility to supply affordable housing Absolute sustainability constraints; exclude this option.

Very limited possibility to supply affordable housing and or a range of housing types and sizes to
meet the needs of all sectors of the community

Sustainability issues; mitigation considered problematic.

Limited possibility to supply affordable housing and/or a range of housing types and sizes to meet
the needs of all sectors of the community

Sustainability issues; mitigation considered achievable.

No adverse effects No sustainability constraints.

Opportunities to supply affordable housing and/or a range of housing types and sizes to meet the Development will support sustainability objective.

H |
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needs of all sectors of the community

Healthy and inclusive communities

9. Reduce poverty and deprivation and promote more inclusive and self- contained communities

Development would result in permanent loss of important community facilities with no reprovision
and/or development would result in permanent severance of PRoW or NCR with no reprovision

Absolute sustainability constraints; exclude this option.

Significant adverse effect on local amenity, including access to health and educational facilities,
open spaces, playing fields, allotments, as well as on cyclist and pedestrian provision.

Sustainability issues; mitigation considered problematic.

Limited adverse effect on local amenity, including access to health and educational facilities, open
spaces, playing fields, allotments, as well as on cyclist and pedestrian provision.

Sustainability issues; mitigation considered achievable.

No adverse effects No sustainability constraints.

Opportunities to increase/ enhance provision of health and educational facilities, open spaces,
playing fields, allotments, as well as cyclist and pedestrian provision.

Development will support sustainability objective.

Transport

10. Reduce the need to travel and promote more sustainable transport choices.

n/a Absolute sustainability constraints; exclude this option.

Significant adverse effect on congestion on the local road network and on national trails and public
footpaths

Sustainability issues; mitigation considered problematic.

Limited adverse effect on congestion on the local road network and on national trails and public
footpaths

Sustainability issues; mitigation considered achievable.

No adverse effects No sustainability constraints.

Opportunities to reduce existing congestion and improve public transport and accessibility for
pedestrians and cyclists

Development will support sustainability objective.

H 1N B

Economy and enterprise

11. Encourage a vibrant and diversified economy and provide for long-term sustainable economic growth

n/a Absolute sustainability constraints; exclude this option.

Significant adverse effect on the local economy/ loss of employment land Sustainability issues; mitigation considered problematic.

Limited adverse effect on the local economy/ loss of employment land Sustainability issues; mitigation considered achievable.

No adverse effects

1

No sustainability constraints.
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Opportunities to support the local economy and provide more employment provision to meet local - Development will support sustainability objective.
needs

12. Ensure adequate provision of high quality employment land and diverse employment opportunities to meet the needs of local businesses and a
changing workforce

n/a - Absolute sustainability constraints; exclude this option.

Development would significantly hinder employment development at the Principal Settlements and Sustainability issues; mitigation considered problematic.
the regeneration of Chippenham town centre/ Development would not provide employment land in
areas that are easily accessible by sustainable transport

Development would hinder employment development at the Principal Settlements and the Sustainability issues; mitigation considered achievable
regeneration of Chippenham town centre/ Development would be accessible by sustainable
transport only partially.

No adverse effects No sustainability constraints.

Opportunities to provide high quality employment land in areas that are easily accessible by
sustainable transport.

Development will support sustainability objective.
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2.3.8 Further details about the methodology utilised can be found at Part One B.

Assessment of strategic site options and alternative
development strategies

2.3.9 The assessments of strategic site options and alternative development strategies have utilised
the same basic methodology that is being used by Wiltshire Council in the sustainability appraisal
of housing site options across Wiltshire.

2.3.10 This methodology is an extension of the STA methodology applied to the strategic areas and
allows for a more detailed identification and evaluation of negative as well as positive effects
associated with the site proposals for the 12 SA objectives under consideration. The evaluation
involves forming a judgement on whether or not the predicted effects would be significant and, in
the case of adverse effects describing prospects for mitigation or, in the case of positive effects,
resolving an existing issue, enhancing existing conditions or maximise opportunities.

2.3.11 The approach adopted in the strategic site options and alternative development strategies
assessment utilises the SA Framework shown in Table 2.2.

Table 2.2: SA Framework for Assessment of Strategic Site Options and Alternative
Development Strategies

Sustainability Decision aiding questions

Appraisal objective Will the proposed site option/ alternative strategy...

1. Protect and enhance all - Affect a designated / undesignated site of biodiversity or geological value or affect

biodiversity and geological | legally protected species?

features and avoid i __

irreversible losses. - Affect natural features that are important for wildlife or landscape character such
as trees or hedgerows, or areas of ancient woodland not subject to statutory
protection?

2. Ensure efficient and - Use previously developed land, greenfield land or a mix of both?

effective use of land and the

use 9f suitably located - Result in the permanent loss of the Best and Most Versatile Agricultural land
previously developed land (Grades 1, 2, 3)?

and buildings.

- Require the remediation of contaminated land? If so, would this lead to issues of
viability and deliverability?

- Lead to the sterilisation of viable mineral resources? If so, is there potential to
extract the mineral resource as part of the development?

3. Use and manage water - Be situated in any of the following:
resources in a sustainable
manner e Drinking Water Safeguard Zone; or

e  Groundwater Source Protection Zone
- Affect surface or groundwater resources in terms of volume, quality and flow?

4. Improve air quality -Take place within a designated Air Quality Management Area (AQMA)? If so, is
throughout Wiltshire and there evidence to suggest that the development of site will lead to an exacerbation
minimise all sources of of air quality issues? If so, can such impacts be appropriately mitigated in line with
environmental pollution local air quality management plan?

- Lead to a decrease in air quality locally? Or increase noise or light pollution?

- Lie within an area of, or in close proximity to, any significant source(s) of
environmental pollution (air, noise, light)?
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Sustainability

Appraisal objective

5a. Minimise our impacts on
climate change ...

Decision aiding questions
Will the proposed site option/ alternative strategy...

- Reduce greenhouse emissions, in particular carbon dioxide emissions?

- Offer the potential to make provision for on-site renewable or very low carbon
energy generation thus reducing carbon dioxide emissions?

5b. and reduce our
vulnerability to future climate
change effects.

- Be located within flood zone 1? If not, are there alternative sites in the area that
can be allocated in preference to developing land in flood zone 2? (To be
determined through the application of the Sequential Test).

- Address the risk of flooding from all sources?

6. Protect, maintain and
enhance the historic
environment.

- Affect directly or indirectly a heritage asset and/or their settings?

7. Conserve and enhance
the character and quality of
Wiltshire’s rural and urban
landscapes, maintaining
and strengthening local
distinctiveness and sense of
place.

- Impact on the visual amenity or character of the natural landscape? Specifically
considering the effects on:

- Internationally/Nationally designated landscape features and their setting;
- Locally designated landscapes/features and their setting;
- Local amenity.

8. Provide everyone with
the opportunity to live in
good quality, affordable
housing, and ensure an
appropriate mix of dwelling
sizes, types and tenures.

- Help meet affordable housing needs/the needs of the local community (if known)?

9. Reduce poverty and

deprivation and promote
more inclusive and self-
contained communities.

- Result in an increase in poverty and deprivation and/or lead to significant social
exclusion amongst existing and new residents?

- Result in the loss of any existing or proposed Community facility/green or amenity
space or would it contribute to the construction of a new facility/space?

- Result in the loss of PROW or would it provide new PROW?

- Be accessible to educational and health facilities?

10. Reduce the need to
travel and promote more
sustainable transport
choices.

- Occur in an area currently accessible by public transport/ walking and cycling? If
not, is there scope to make it so?

- Support improvements to public transport connectivity and pedestrian and cycle
links to the town, town centre, railway station and Wiltshire College campuses in
Chippenham?

11. Encourage a vibrant and
diversified economy and
provide for long-term
sustainable economic
growth.

- Offer the potential to provide employment land for B1, B2 and B8 uses?

- Support the vitality and viability of Chippenham town centre (proximity to town
centre, built up areas, station hub, college)?

- Provide infrastructure that will help to promote economic growth?

- Be well connected to Principal Employment Areas?
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Sustainability Decision aiding questions

Appraisal objective Will the proposed site option/ alternative strategy...

12. Ensure adequate - Support the vitality of existing employment areas?
provision of high-quality
employment land and

diverse e_mployment - Provide employment land that meets commercial market requirements? (offices
opportunities to meet the require land in or close town centres; warehousing requires large sites with good
needs of local businesses local access to strategic road network)

and a changing workforce. - - - - -
- Provide employment land in areas that are easily accessible by sustainable

transport?

2.3.12 The assessments have been based on the application of the generic assessment scale as shown
in Table 2.3 and the rational on how the generic assessment scale has been applied for each SA
objective is shown in Table 2.4.

Table 2.3: Generic Assessment Scale

Option likely to have a_major adverse effect on the objective with no satisfactory
mitigation possible. Option may be inappropriate for mixed use development

Moderate adverse effect (--) Option likely to have a moderate adverse effect on the objective with difficult or
problematic mitigation

Minor adverse effect (- R . - e
) Option likely to have a minor adverse effect on the objective because mitigation

measures are achievable to reduce the significance of effects

Neutral or no effect (0) On balance option likely to have a neutral effect on the objective or no effect on
the objective

Minor positive effect (+) Option likely to have a minor positive effect on the objective as enhancement of
existing conditions may result

Option likely to have a_moderate positive effect on the objective as it would help
resolve an existing issue

Option likely to have a _major positive effect on the objective as it would help
maximise opportunities

Note: Major and moderate adverse and positive effects are considered significant.

Table 2.4: Assessment rationale applied for each of the 12 SA objectives

SA Objective 1: Protect and enhance all biodiversity and geological features and avoid irreversible
losses

 Option will have a major adverse effect on a designated site or sites,

* AND/OR will have major adverse effects on protected or notable species
* AND/OR will lead to major loss or damage to ancient woodland
 Mitigation or compensation not considered possible to allow the site to
remain viable or deliverable

MODERATE ADVERSE * Option will have a moderate adverse effects on a designated site or sites
» AND/OR will have moderate adverse effects on protected or notable species

Atkins 23



wilRRefraesbanEieuedliph¥anaibsite Allocations Plan: Sustainability Appraisal Report

EFFECT

» AND/OR will lead to the loss or damage to ancient woodland
» Mitigation considered problematic

MINOR ADVERSE
EFFECT

« Limited adverse effects on biodiversity or geological features
* Mitigation considered feasible

NEUTRAL OR NO
EFFECT

 Option will have a neutral or no effect

MINOR POSITIVE

EFFECT

* Option will have positive effects on existing biodiversity or geological
features

« Option will have significant positive effects on existing biodiversity or
geological features. There may be further opportunities to maximise beneficial
effects through habitat restoration, enhancement or creation

* Protection of the natural environment is strongly promoted and the option
offers significant opportunities for habitat restoration, enhancement or creation

SA Objective 2: Ensure efficient and effective use of land and the use of suitably located previously
developed land and buildings

 Option will have a major adverse effect in terms of loss of best and most
versatile agricultural land

* AND/OR Option is on contaminated land which cannot be remediated

* AND/OR Option will lead to permanent sterilisation of viable mineral
resources

* Mitigation not considered possible to allow the site to remain viable or
deliverable

MODERATE ADVERSE
EFFECT

 Option promotes or will lead to significant loss of greenfield land AND/OR
significant loss of best and most versatile agricultural land

* AND/OR Option is on contaminated land

* AND/OR Option will lead to sterilisation of viable mineral resources
 Mitigation considered problematic

MINOR ADVERSE
EFFECT

 Option promotes development on, or will lead to some loss of greenfield land
* AND/OR Option is on contaminated land which can be remediated

» AND/OR Option allows for the extraction of mineral resources as part of the
development

* Mitigation is possible

NEUTRAL OR NO
EFFECT

* Option will have a neutral or no effect

MINOR POSITIVE

EFFECT

Atkins

» Option promotes or will lead to development predominantly on PDL

» Option promotes or will lead to significant development predominantly on
PDL

» Option promotes or will lead to significant development predominantly on
PDL

 Higher density development on PDL in a more sustainable location e.g. town
centre location with good access to local facilities, public transport links and
key infrastructure

SA Objective 3: Use and manage water resources in a sustainable manner

* Option is located in a Drinking Water Safeguard Zone or Inner (Zone 1)
Groundwater Source Protection Zone
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* Mitigation not considered possible to allow the site to remain viable or
deliverable

MODERATE EFFECT

 Option will lead to significant adverse effects on water quality and/ or flows
e.g. through pollution of a waterbody and flow restriction
 Mitigation considered problematic

MINOR ADVERSE
EFFECT

* Option is located in an Outer (Zone 2) Groundwater Source Protection Zone
* AND/OR there will be limited adverse effects on water quality
* There is potential for mitigation

NEUTRAL OR NO
EFFECT

 Option will have a neutral or no effect

MINOR POSITIVE
EFFECT

« Option will lead to slight improvements on water quality

 Option will lead to improvements on water quality possible

« Option will lead to significant improvements to water quality

pollution

SA Objective 4: Improve air quality throughout Wiltshire and minimise all sources of environmental

Option likely to have a major adverse effect on air quality or through other
forms of environmental pollution that would pose a danger to human health
* Mitigation not considered possible to allow the site to remain viable or
deliverable

MODERATE ADVERSE
EFFECT

* Option will lead to moderate adverse effects on air quality or exacerbate
existing problems e.g. on an AQMA

* AND/OR significant adverse effects on other forms of environmental
pollution, including noise, light pollution, odour, vibration and contamination to
soil or water

 Mitigation considered problematic

MINOR ADVERSE
EFFECT

« Option will lead to some adverse effects on air quality or exacerbate existing
problems e.g. on an AQMA

* AND/OR some adverse effects on other forms of environmental pollution,
including noise, light pollution, odour, vibration and contamination to soil or
water

* There is potential for mitigation measures to reduce effects

NEUTRAL OR NO
EFFECT

* Option will have a neutral or no effect

MINOR POSITIVE
EFFECT

* Potential to slightly improve the current air quality situation or other forms of
environmental pollution

* Potential to improve the current air quality situation or other forms of
environmental pollution

« Significant opportunities to improve the air quality situation or other forms of
environmental pollution

SA Objective 5 a: Minimise our impacts on climate change ...

MODERATE ADVERSE
EFFECT

 Option will lead to a significant increase in carbon dioxide emissions
* Mitigation considered problematic

MINOR ADVERSE

 Option will lead to limited increase in carbon dioxide emissions

Atkins
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EFFECT * There is potential for mitigation

NEUTRAL OR NO * Option will have a neutral or no effect

EFFECT

MINOR POSITIVE * Option will provide some opportunities to make provision for on-site

EFFECT renewables or very low carbon energy generation reducing carbon dioxide
emissions

* Option will provide opportunities to make provision for on-site renewables or
very low carbon energy generation reducing carbon dioxide emissions

* Option will provide significant opportunities to make provision for on-site
renewables or very low carbon energy generation reducing carbon dioxide
emissions

SA Objective 5 b: and reduce our vulnerability to future climate change effects

« Option likely to have a major adverse effect on flood risk that would pose a
danger to people, businesses and infrastructure

* Mitigation not considered possible to allow the site to remain viable or
deliverable

*Appropriate adaptation measures to deal with likely future climate change
impacts are considered unachievable

MODERATE ADVERSE * Option will significantly increase flood risk or exacerbate existing problems
EFFECT » Adaptation measures to deal with likely future climate change impacts are
considered problematic

MINOR ADVERSE « Limited flood risk is anticipated

EFFECT » Measures to adapt to future impacts of climate change e.g. SuDS are
possible

NEUTRAL OR NO * Option will have a neutral effect on flood risk

EFFECT

MINOR POSITIVE » Option may lead to limited benefits in terms of reducing flood risk in the area

EFFECT or in other areas eg through increased flood storage capacity

» Some adaptation measures are considered achievable to deal with likely
future climate change impacts

* Option will lead to benefits in terms of reducing flood risk in the area or in
other areas eg through increased flood storage capacity

» Measures to adapt to future impacts of climate change are possible e.g.
SubDS

* Option will lead to significant benefits in terms of reducing flood risk in the
area or in other areas eg through increased flood storage capacity

» Comprehensive measures to adapt to future impacts of climate change are
possible e.g. SuDS

SA Objective 6: Protect, maintain and enhance the historic environment

« Option will have a major adverse effect on a designated heritage asset of the
highest significance, including World Heritage Sites, scheduled monuments,
battlefields, grade | and II* listed buildings and grade | and II* registered parks
and gardens, or their setting. This includes undesignated heritage assets of
equal importance.

* Mitigation not considered possible to allow the site to remain viable or
deliverable
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MODERATE ADVERSE
EFFECT

* Option will have a moderate effect on a designated heritage asset of the
highest significance, including World Heritage Sites, scheduled monuments,
battlefields, grade | and II* listed buildings and grade | and II* registered parks
and gardens, or their setting. This includes undesignated heritage assets of
equal importance.

» AND/OR option will have a significant adverse effect on a grade Il listed
building, park or garden, or their setting, or non designated assets of local
importance

* Mitigation considered problematic

MINOR ADVERSE
EFFECT

« Option will have a limited adverse effect on a grade Il listed building, park or
garden, or their setting.

» AND/OR option will have a limited adverse effect on a heritage asset of local
importance (designated or not), or its setting.

» There is potential for mitigation

NEUTRAL OR NO
EFFECT

* Option will have a neutral or no effect

MINOR POSITIVE
EFFECT

» There are opportunities to enhance a designated heritage asset and/or one
of local interest and/or their settings

» Option promotes protection and enhancement of the historic environment
and/or there are opportunities to enhance the significance of a designated
heritage asset and/or one of local interest and/or their settings, including
public benefits

« Option strongly promotes protection and enhancement of the historic
environment and/or there are significant opportunities to enhance the
significance of a designated heritage asset and/or one of local interest and/or
their settings, including public benefits

SA Objective 7: Conserve and enhance the character and quality of Wiltshire’s rural and urban
landscapes, maintaining and strengthening local distinctiveness and sense of place

 Option will have major adverse effects on a designated international/national
landscape, or its setting

* Mitigation not considered possible to allow the site to remain viable or
deliverable

MODERATE ADVERSE
EFFECT

* Option will have a moderate adverse effects on a designated
international/national/local landscape, or its setting

* Mitigation to preserve or enhance landscape character considered
problematic

MINOR ADVERSE
EFFECT

 Option will have limited adverse effects on a designated
international/national/local landscape, or its setting

* AND/OR option will have adverse effects on a rural or urban landscape (non-
designated)

» There is potential for mitigation

NEUTRAL OR NO
EFFECT

 Option will have a neutral or no effect

MINOR POSITIVE
EFFECT

* Option offers limited opportunities to enhance local character and
distinctiveness e.g. through location, high quality design, provision of green
infrastructure etc

* Option offers opportunities to enhance local character and distinctiveness
e.g. through location, high quality design, provision of green infrastructure etc

* Option offers significant opportunities to enhance local character and
distinctiveness e.g. through location, high quality design, provision of green
infrastructure etc

Atkins
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SA Objective 8: Provide everyone with the opportunity to live in good quality, affordable housing,
and ensure an appropriate mix of dwelling sizes, types and tenures

MODERATE ADVERSE
EFFECT

» Option makes no provision for housing or land for housing

» AND/OR option will significantly reduce opportunities to provide housing or
land for housing to meet the needs of the community

 Mitigation considered problematic

MINOR ADVERSE
EFFECT

 Option makes no provision for housing or land for housing

* AND/OR option will reduce opportunities to provide housing or land for
housing to meet the needs of the community

* There is potential for mitigation

NEUTRAL OR NO
EFFECT

 Option will have a neutral or no effect

MINOR POSITIVE
EFFECT

 Option supports the provision of a limited number and range of house types
and sizes, including some affordable housing

 Option supports the provision of a wide range of house types and sizes to
meet the needs of all or most sectors of the community, including significant
provision of affordable housing

* Option strongly supports the provision of a wide range of house types and
sizes to meet the needs of all or most sectors of the community, including
significant provision of affordable housing

communities

SA Objective 9: Reduce poverty and deprivation and promote more inclusive and self- contained

* Option will have a major adverse effect on human health
* Mitigation not considered possible to allow the site to remain viable or
deliverable

MODERATE ADVERSE
EFFECT

* Option will significantly increase poverty and deprivation and lead to
significant social exclusion amongst existing and new residents

* AND/OR option will result in significant loss of existing/proposed
Community facility/green space/PROW

» Mitigation considered problematic

MINOR ADVERSE
EFFECT

* Option will lead to an increase in poverty and deprivation and lead to social
exclusion amongst existing and new residents

» AND/OR option will lead to some loss of services/facilities that
encourage/promote healthy and active lifestyles and reduce health
inequalities

* Option will lead to loss of PROW

» There is potential for mitigation

NEUTRAL OR NO
EFFECT

* Option will have a neutral or no effect

MINOR POSITIVE
EFFECT

* Option will lead to a slight reduction in poverty and deprivation and reduce
social exclusion amongst existing and new residents

» AND/OR option will lead to a slight increase in services/facilities that
encourage/promote healthy and active lifestyles and improve health
inequalities

» There is potential to improve the current situation in other ways

« Option will reduce poverty and deprivation and lead to significant
opportunities for increasing social inclusion

* AND/OR option will lead to an increase in services/facilities that
encourage/promote healthy and active lifestyles and improve health
inequalities

» Potential to improve the current situation in other ways

* Option will significantly reduce poverty and deprivation and lead to
significant opportunities for increasing social inclusion
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* AND/OR option will significantly improve quality of life and amenity for
existing and new residents

» AND/OR option will lead to a significant increase in services/facilities that
encourage/promote healthy and active lifestyles and significantly improve
health inequalities

» Potential to significantly improve the current situation in other ways

SA Objective 10: Reduce the need to travel and promote more sustainable transport choices

 Option will not allow more sustainable transport choices
* Mitigation not considered possible to allow the site to remain viable or
deliverable

MODERATE ADVERSE
EFFECT

 Option will lead to a significant increase in need to travel by all forms and
traffic volumes will increase on the local road network

» AND/OR option will lead to a significant increase in private car use
 Mitigation considered problematic

MINOR ADVERSE
EFFECT

« Option will lead to an increase in need to travel by all forms and traffic
volumes increase on the local road network

* AND/OR option will lead to an increase in private car use

» There is potential for mitigation

NEUTRAL OR NO
EFFECT

* Option will have a neutral or no effect

MINOR POSITIVE
EFFECT

* Option will lead to a slight reduction in need to travel by all forms and traffic

volumes will decrease

* AND/OR option will lead to a reduction in private car use

» AND/OR option will lead to increased use of sustainable transport modes
to replace current car journeys

« Option will lead to a reduction in need to travel by all forms and traffic
volumes will decrease

* AND/OR option will lead to a reduction in private car use

* AND/OR option will increased use of sustainable transport modes to
replace current car journeys

* Option will significantly reduce the need to travel by all forms and traffic
volumes will decrease

» AND/OR option will significantly reduce private car use

» AND/OR option will significantly increase use of sustainable transport
modes to replace current car journeys

SA Objective 11: Encourage a vibrant and diversified economy and provide for long-term
sustainable economic growth

MODERATE ADVERSE
EFFECT

 Option will have a significant adverse effect on the local economy

* AND/OR option will have a significant adverse effect on town centre
regeneration or regeneration in other areas

 Mitigation considered problematic

MINOR ADVERSE
EFFECT

» Option will lead to a limited adverse effect on the local economy
* AND/OR option will have a limited adverse effect on town centre
regeneration or regeneration in other areas

» There is potential for mitigation

NEUTRAL OR NO
EFFECT

* Option will have a neutral or no effect

MINOR POSITIVE
EFFECT

* Option will slightly support the vitality and viability of Chippenham town
centre

» AND/OR option will have slight benefits for town centre regeneration or
regeneration in other areas

» Option will support the vitality and viability of Chippenham town centre
» AND/OR option will be connected to Principal Employment Areas
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» AND/OR option will provide infrastructure that will help promote economic
growth

» AND/OR option will have benefits for town centre regeneration or
regeneration in other areas

» Option will significantly support the vitality and viability of Chippenham
town centre

* AND/OR option will be well connected to Principal Employment Areas

* AND/OR option will provide substantial infrastructure that will help promote
economic growth

» AND/OR option will have significant benefits for town centre regeneration
or regeneration in other areas

SA Objective 12: Ensure adequate provision of high quality employment land and diverse
employment opportunities to meet the needs of local businesses and a changing workforce

MODERATE ADVERSE
EFFECT

 Option would lead to a significant loss of employment land

» AND/OR option will lead to a significant reduction in viability of existing
businesses and/or employment areas

» Mitigation considered problematic

MINOR ADVERSE
EFFECT

* Option will lead to some loss of employment land

* AND/OR option will lead to a reduction in viability of existing businesses
and/or employment areas

* There is potential for mitigation

NEUTRAL OR NO
EFFECT

 Option will have a neutral or no effect

MINOR POSITIVE
EFFECT

 Option will lead to a slight increase in the amount of employment land that
meets commercial requirements

* AND/OR option will lead to slight increase in viability of existing businesses
and/or employment areas

* Option will lead to an increase in the amount of employment land that
meets commercial requirements

» AND/OR option will lead to an increase in viability of existing businesses
and/or employment areas

* AND/OR option provide employment land in areas that are easily
accessible by sustainable transport

» Potential to improve the current situation in other ways

« Option will lead to a significant increase in the amount of employment land
* AND/OR option will lead to an increase in viability of existing businesses
and/or employment areas

* AND/OR option provide significant employment land in areas that are
easily accessible by sustainable transport

» Potential to significantly improve the current situation in other ways

2.3.13 Further details about the methodology can be found at Addendum 1 — SA of Strategic Site
Options and Addendum 2 — SA of Alternative Development Strategies.

Assessment of preferred development strategy

2.3.14 The next stage of the assessment is the evaluation of the predicted significant effects of the
preferred development strategy and of the policies that allocate sites. Again, the evaluation
involves forming a judgement on whether or not the predicted effects would be significant. The
principal techniques used to assess the significance of effects in this assessment is a qualitative
assessment based on expert judgement supported by evidence gathered during the previous
stages of assessment. In the current practice of sustainability appraisals, the qualitative
prediction and evaluation of effects is based on a qualitative seven point scale in easily
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understood terms. This assessment has adopted the scale set in Table 2.5 to assess the
significance of effects of the policies.

Table 2.5: — Criteria for Assessing Significance of Effects

Assessment Scale Assessment Category Significance of Effect
Significant
+ Slight beneficial Not Significant
0 Neutral or no obvious effect
Slight adverse
Significant
? Effect uncertain
+/- Combination of slight beneficial and Not significant
adverse effects

Moderately and strongly positive and negative effects have been considered of significance
whereas neutral and slightly positive and negative effects have been considered non-significant.
Note there may be mixed beneficial and adverse effects.

Further information on the methodology used to undertake this assessment is provided in the
Revised SA Note.

Secondary, cumulative and synergistic effects assessments

Schedule 2 of the SEA Regulations requires that the assessment of effects include secondary,
cumulative and synergistic effects.

Secondary or indirect effects are effects that are not a direct result of the plan, but occur away
from the original effect or as a result of the complex pathway e.g. a development that changes a
water table and thus affects the ecology of a nearby wetland.

For the purposes of this assessment of the Chippenham Site Allocations DPD, secondary /
indirect effects have been identified and assessed through the SA objectives, for example a
development that changes a water table that affects ecology has been assessed through SA
objective 1. As such, secondary / indirect effects are not considered to be cumulative effects
(see next paragraph).

Cumulative effects arise where several proposals individually may or may not have a significant
effect, but in-combination have a significant effect due to spatial crowding or temporal overlap
between plans, proposals and actions and repeated removal or addition of resources due to
proposals and actions. Cumulative effects are defined for the purposes of this report as those
effects that can be:

e Additive- the simple sum of all the effects;

e Neutralising- where effects counteract each other to reduce the overall effect;

e Synergistic — is the effect of two or more effects acting together which is greater than the
simple sum of the effects when acting alone. For instance, a wildlife habitat can become
progressively fragmented with limited effects on a particular species until the last
fragmentation makes the areas too small to support the species at all.

Cumulative effects may arise from individual policies within a plan and also between different
plans.
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Interactive effects may also arise where multiple effects impact upon specific receptors: for
example, the combined noise, vibration, light and air pollution effects on people and species.

Many environmental problems result from cumulative effects. These effects are very hard to deal
with on a project by project basis through Environmental Impact Assessment. It is at the SEA
level that they are most effectively identified and addressed.

Cumulative effects assessment is a systematic procedure for identifying and evaluating the
significance of effects from multiple activities. The analysis of the causes, pathways and
consequences of these effects is an essential part of the process.

Cumulative (including additive, neutralising and synergistic) effects have been considered
throughout the entire SA (including SEA) process, as described below:

e Identification of key sustainability issues as part of the review of relevant strategies, plans
and programmes and baseline data analysis.

e Establishing the nature of likely cumulative effects, causes and receptors.

e Identifying key receptors (e.g. specific wildlife habitats) in the process of collecting baseline
information and information on how these have changed with time, and how they are likely to
change without the implementation of the Chippenham Site Allocations Plan.

e Particularly sensitive, in decline or near to their threshold (where such information is
available) or with slow recovery receptors have been identified through the analysis of
environmental issues and problems.

e The development of SA objectives has been influenced by cumulative effects identified
through the process above and SA objectives that consider cumulative effects have been
identified.

e Cumulative effects of the Chippenham Site Allocations Plan proposals have been assessed.
Where there is potential for elevated effects beyond those assessed at an individual level,
these are identified.

The results are presented in the revised SA Note.

Consultation in the SA process

The requirements for consultation during SA are determined from the requirements of the SEA
Directive. These are:

e Authorities which, because of their environmental responsibilities, are likely to be concerned
by the effects of implementing the plan or programme, must be consulted on the scope and
level of detail of the information to be included in the Environmental Report. In England, the
Consultation Bodies are Historic England, Natural England and the Environment Agency.
The SA guidance goes further by suggesting consultation, in addition to the three
Consultation Bodies, of representatives of other interests including economic interests and
local business, social interests and community service providers, transport planners and
providers and NGOs

e The public and the Consultation Bodies must be consulted on the draft plan or programme
and the Environmental Report (SAR in the case of SA).

Further information on consultation undertaken by Wiltshire Council on the SA Scoping Report
can be found in Section 2.1.

Following the pre-submission consultation on the draft Chippenham Site Allocations Plan and
draft SA Report, consultee comments were reviewed and the implications for both documents
considered prior to submission to the Secretary of State. Modifications were proposed to the draft
plan and a Sustainability Appraisal Note was prepared in support of the submission providing an
assessment of the modifications. The SA Note has been revised and published separately.
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3. ldentifying other relevant plans,

programmes and sustainability
objectives

Introduction

The SEA Directive specifically states that information should be provided on:
“The relationship [of the plan or programme] with other relevant plans and programmes”

“The environmental protection objectives, established at international, [European] Community or
[national] level, which are relevant to the plan or programme and the way those objectives and
any environmental considerations have been taken into account during its preparation”

The first task of SA is the identification of other relevant plans, programmes and sustainability
objectives. The Chippenham Site Allocations Plan has been prepared in the context of other
plans and programmes. The Chippenham Site Allocations Plan must comply with national
planning policy, conform to and amplify the policies contained within the Wiltshire Core Strategy
DPD (including the context of ‘saved’ local plan policies) and reflect other European, National,
regional and local plans and strategies, providing an additional level of detail for the spatial
planning framework for Chippenham.

Methodology

The Chippenham Site Allocations Plan should be set in the context of national, regional and local
objectives along with strategic planning, transport, social, economic and environmental policies.
This being the case, this SA Report builds upon the comprehensive review of available relevant
plans, policies and programmes (PPPs) that was carried out as part of the SA scoping process
for the Wiltshire Core Strategy. This ensures that the objectives for assessing the Chippenham
Site Allocations Plan, generally adhere to, and are not in conflict with, objectives found in other
PPPs. It can also be used to ascertain potential conflicts between objectives, which may need to
be addressed as part of the process.

In order to fully assess relevant PPPs, the starting point was the list drawn up by Wiltshire
Council for the SA of the emerging Wiltshire Core Strategy DPD (April 2010), as well as the
Addendum (February 2012). This addressed PPPs of broad relevance first, before considering
13 specific topics of relevance to SA. For the purposes of clarity, the Core Strategy SA PPP
review has not been repeated in this report. The list of PPPs reviewed at the time of the
preparation of the Core 